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A Prison Chaplain’s Reflection 
 
On Good Friday morning, when I went to share in taking 

the services at Port Phillip Prison, mothers, wives & 

girlfriends with young children were lined up, waiting to 

visit their sons, husbands, partners and dads in prison. 

Long queues, children crying, waiting to have their number called so they could join the line. 

Marlene waits in silence as she thinks of her son, Jason. “He was always such a happy kid 

when he was a toddler: I hoped he would grow up to get a good job, make something of 

himself - then he got in with the wrong crowd; I never thought I’d have to line up to visit my son 

in prison”. 

“No Mobile Phones?”, “Nothing in your pockets?”, asks the reception officer before telling Alice 

to hold her arms out to be scanned all over with the metal detector and little Tyler too. Then 

they scan Alice’s fingerprints for identification and check Tyler’s bottle to ensure it only has fruit 

juice in it. With Alice holding Tyler’s hand they are then escorted though the heavy metal doors 

and down the path to the Visitor Centre, where they again wait for Shane to arrive. As she sits 

and waits Alice weeps silently inside, “It was never meant to be like this. When we found out 

little Tyler was coming, we dreamt of making a new start, going to Queensland where no one 

knew us - no more drugs, no more bad influences - just the three of us. We were going to be 

so happy - and look at us now”. Shane arrives dressed in a jump suit, with no pockets so that 

no contraband can be passed and then hidden. They sit at an assigned table and talk before 

taking young Tyler out to the play area.  

A few hours each week, in a room shared with 40 others inmates and their families, it’s hard to 

maintain, let alone build a relationship. Alice thinks “Returning each week, it feels like a train 

wreck. A wreck of the dreams we once had. Each week we return, hoping we can keep it 

together or are we just reviewing the wreckage of the dream? What will happen to the three of 

us? I feel so alone”. 



Prayer of the Day: 
Lord, you offer freedom to all people. 
We pray for those who are held in prison.  
Break the bonds of fear and isolation that exist.  
Support with your love: prisoners, 
their families and friends, prison staff, chaplains and all who 
care. 
Heal those who have been wounded 
by the activities of others, 
especially the victims of crime. 
Help us to forgive one another, 
to act justly, to love mercy, 
and walk humbly together 
with Christ in his strength and in his Spirit now and every day. 
Amen. 

At Worship Today: 

The Sanctuary bell will be rung 5 minutes before the service begins 
to observe a time of quiet. 

 

9.00 am        A Prayer Book for Australia - page 119 

Presiding at the Eucharist: Revd Jonathan Chambers 

Musical Setting:  Michael Dudman 

Introit: Hymn 153  

Sentence: The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me 
 to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim  
 freedom to the prisoners and recovery of sight to the blind, to 
 set the oppressed free and to proclaim the year of the Lord’s  
 favour. 

First Reading: Nehemiah 8:1-3,5-6,8-10 

Gradual: Hymn 653 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:12-26  

Gospel: Luke 4:14-21 

Sermon: Revd Jonathan Chambers 

Offertory: Hymn 629  

Recessional Hymn: Hymn 665 

People of all Christian Churches, who are communicants of their own church 
are invited to share Holy Communion with us 

 

7.45 am BCP Book of Common Prayer 
Presiding: and Preaching:                                
Revd Jonathan Chambers: 

Hymn: 153 

10.30 am  
Contemporary Eucharist: 
Presiding and Preaching 
Revd Jonathan Chambers 



Nehemiah 8:1-3,5-6,8-10 
All the people gathered together into the square 
before the Water Gate. They told the scribe Ezra to 
bring the book of the law of Moses, which the Lord 
had given to Israel. 2Accordingly, the priest Ezra 
brought the law before the assembly, both men and 
women and all who could hear with understanding. 
This was on the first day of the seventh month. 3He 
read from it facing the square before the Water Gate 
from early morning until midday, in the presence of 
the men and the women and those who could 
understand; and the ears of all the people were 
attentive to the book of the law. 5And Ezra opened 
the book in the sight of all the people, for he was 
standing above all the people; and when he opened 
it, all the people stood up. 6Then Ezra blessed the 
Lord, the great God, and all the people answered, 
‘Amen, Amen’, lifting up their hands. Then they 
bowed their heads and worshipped the Lord with 
their faces to the ground. 8So they read from the 
book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They 
gave the sense, so that the people understood the 
reading. 9 And Nehemiah, who was the governor, 
and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who 
taught the people said to all the people, ‘This day is 
holy to the Lord your God; do not mourn or weep.’ 
For all the people wept when they heard the words 
of the law. 10Then he said to them, ‘Go your way, eat 
the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of 
them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this 
day is holy to our Lord; and do not be grieved, for 
the joy of the Lord is your strength.’ 
 
1 Corinthians 12:12-26 
12 For just as the body is one and has many 
members, and all the members of the body, though 
many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in the 
one Spirit we were all baptized into one body - Jews 
or Greeks, slaves or free - and we were all made to 
drink of one Spirit. 14 Indeed, the body does not 
consist of one member but of many. 15If the foot 
were to say, ‘Because I am not a hand, I do not 
belong to the body’, that would not make it any less 
a part of the body. 16And if the ear were to say, 
‘Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the 
body’, that would not make it any less a part of the 
body. 17If the whole body were an eye, where would 
the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, 
where would the sense of smell be? 18But as it is, 

God arranged the members in the body, each one of 
them, as he chose. 19If all were a single member, 
where would the body be? 20As it is, there are many 
members, yet one body. 21The eye cannot say to the 
hand, ‘I have no need of you’, nor again the head to 
the feet, ‘I have no need of you.’ 22On the contrary, 
the members of the body that seem to be weaker 
are indispensable, 23and those members of the 
body that we think less honourable we clothe with 
greater honour, and our less respectable members 
are treated with greater respect; 24whereas our 
more respectable members do not need this. But 
God has so arranged the body, giving the greater 
honour to the inferior member, 25that there may be 
no dissension within the body, but the members 
may have the same care for one another. 26If one 
member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one 
member is honoured, all rejoice together with it. 
 
Luke 4.14-21 
14 Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, 
returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread 
through all the surrounding country. 15He began to 
teach in their synagogues and was praised by 
everyone.16 When he came to Nazareth, where he 
had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on 
the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to 
read, 17and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was 
given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the 
place where it was written: 18 ‘The Spirit of the Lord 
is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring 
good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim 
release to the captives and recovery of sight to the 
blind, to let the oppressed go free, 19 to proclaim the 
year of the Lord’s favour.’ 20And he rolled up the 
scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. 
The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 
21Then he began to say to them, ‘Today this 
scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.’ 



Afternoon Meditation Gatherings 
1st Wednesday of the month at                   
 2.30pm in the Chapel, based on Ignatian 
Spirituality. A Sacred Space where you can find rest 
and stillness, listen and centre yourself. Spiritual 
food is offered to aid reflection and meditation. 
Contact Val Dyke on  9807 3168. 
 Next Session:  7 June at 2.30 pm. 

Hopper Night - Friday, 2nd June 
2017, 6pm,  

Parish Centre 
All tickets have been sold. 

Youth Group Rock Climbing 

 TONIGHT 5pm - 8pm 

Drop off at 5pm at Hardrock Rock Climbing 
16 Varman Crt, Nunawading 

Melways 48 E9 
Pickup at 8pm Nunawading McDonalds. 

 
Cost $19. Bring some money for McDonalds. 

All from years 6 - 12 are welcome. Info: 
ssmmwyouthleaders@googlegroups.com 

From the Locum 
Today we celebrate, with other Anglican churches, 'Prison Chaplaincy 
Sunday', and recognise the often-unseen work that the Anglican Criminal 
Justice Ministry team does both inside and outside the prison walls, across 
the entire state of Victoria. 

Currently our 20 chaplains visit Victoria’s 16 prisons, which house over 6,500 prisoners on any given day. 
But it doesn't end there. Studies have shown that 42.8% of people in prison have returned to prison within 
two years of having been released. A primary cause is the significant lack of support on release. Anglicare's 
“Get out for Good” program offers religious services, pastoral care, support and hope for the 'outside'. This 
wonderful program aims to reduce the rate of recidivism and impact prison culture in a constructive way by 
showing & telling the gospel.  

The need for this ministry is growing very quickly, with prisons increasing in number across the state. Hence 
Prison Chaplaincy Sunday! It is hoped to raise significant awareness for the work that our Anglican Prison 
Chaplains are doing with people who are incarcerated and to seek offers of prayerful and financial support, 
or even donations of time through participating as a volunteer chaplain.        Blessings, Revd Jonathan 

 

 

 

 

 

We welcome today for Baptism 
at the CE service 

Anna Ricki Barry and  
Heidi Melissa Barry,  

their parents and grandparents 
 

“By Water and the Holy Spirit” 

Next Sunday, 28th May, we will celebrate the 18th Christian Unity Ecumenical Celebration in the Waverley 

area. Six of our parishioners will go out to attend other churches: Christ our Holy Redeemer Catholic 

Church, St Leonard’s Catholic Church and St Luke’s Uniting Church, and at our 9am service we will 

welcome visitors from each of those parishes. Today, Fr Jonathan will commission our parishioners who will 

visit the other churches.                  Revd Kathryn 



Evening Meditation Gatherings  

2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month at 7.30pm in the 
Old Church, based on the Contemplative Traditions 
of Christian Meditation.  

Contact Michael Mosley on 9807 3168. Next 
session will be on This Thursday  25 May at 7.30 
pm and then  8 June in the Old Church. 

 

NAME TAGS 

We ask that all parishioners please wear 
their name tag, not only during the next few 
weeks as we welcome our new Assistant 
Curate, but at every service you attend. If 
you need a name tag, please request one via 
the Connection Card in the pews.       
 

The Wardens 

Mission Boxes: 

Please remember to bring your Mission 

Boxes for counting Today,  21 May.    

Liz Monaghan. 

Booking of facilities 

Just a reminder: when you organise a 

meeting, or a rehearsal for anything, or 

any sort of gathering, please ensure that 

you have advised the office. As this 

parish is now quite busy with the Tamil 

Congregation, Mainly Music, funerals, 

events, and all the groups that use the 

site, we are starting to get clashes. NB!! 

This applies to all groups, even if you’ve 

been holding meetings for years. We 

still need to be told when your 

meetings are.                                       

Many thanks 

 

 

    OUR PARISH FETE     
Saturday 28 October 

Write this date in your diary or calendar. 
Think about what you might do to make this 
fete successful. 
 Continue to sort out your unwanted 

treasures or books.      
 Plan to pot up plants for the garden stall. 
 Grow vegetables or herbs to sell on a 

produce stall. 
 Look up your best cake, biscuit or sweets 

recipes.  
 Jam, preserve or chutney your surplus fruit. 

 Ideas and comments welcome. 

Irene Donohoue Clyne for the planning committee. 

WINTER WOOLLIES 
APPEAL 2017 
The Parish Social 
Justice Committee will 
conduct the ‘Winter 
Woollies’ appeal again 
in 2017 to assist 
people in need.  
Donations of: 

 sleeping bags,  
 blankets,  

 jumpers,  
 woollen socks,  
 beanies,  
 gloves,  
 parkas  
 jackets 
 other clothing 
will be gratefully 
received.  



Galahkookemu - this week 

Wednesday 24 May  

Held on the 4th Wednesday of the month 
at 7.00 pm dinner/gathering off site at Mitcham. We 
explore how to follow the Benedictine way of life in 
today's world. www.monasteriesoftheheart.org. 
Visitors are always welcome. Contact Christine 
Mallouhi 0409 829 389.                                                         

 

Peter Northwood invites you to                                                         

Mel Sweeney's event...TODAY  

May has rolled around again, and it is 
time for Southern Area Concert Band to 
take to the 

stage for our annual May Concert!  

Date: TODAY  
Time: 2.30pm 

Place: Kingston Town Hall 

Tickets are available at the door for $25, 
and $20 for concession, with EFTPOS 
facilities available. Please invite all of 
your friends and family, and we look 
forward to seeing you there!  https://
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
SouthernAreaConcertBand/ 

 
SILENT RETREAT  
A live in time of silence 
An Invitation to reflect on your prayer life.  
An opportunity to discover that there is no line 
between the sacred and secular. All of life is holy . 
An opportunity to explore innovative ways to pray. 
Guided Meditations will assist reflection on your 
journey of  faith and discovery. 
Theme: To make our life a prayer. 
Weekend: 7th   July -  9th  July 
Friday Dinner 6.00 pm to Sunday Afternoon Tea 
4.30 pm. 
Place: The Jansen Centre, 22 Woodvale Road, 
Boronia 3155 
Donation: $190.00 includes accommodation, 
meals and resources.   
 Please send $90 Non-Refundable Deposit.     
Cheque made payable to Val Dyke. 
BOOKINGS REQUIRED. 
ENQUIRIES to 
Miss Val Dyke  Th.A., Dip Past. Min., B.Theol. 
9807 3168. 

 

 

 

The next meeting of MU is on                                          
Tomorrow Monday 22 May at 1.30 pm 

Speaker from Benetas on                                              
‘Your Rights in Aged Care’. 

If others are interested in this topic                                             
please come at 2.00pm.  

 

JUNE 26th - AN IMPORTANT DATE 
MU’s 59th Birthday Fundraising Lunch                                        

in the Parish Centre. 
Guest speaker: Historian, Lambis Englezos AM.  

Lambis was responsible for discovering mass war 
graves for some 250 lost Australian soldiers from 

the disastrous Battle of Fromelles in France during 
World War 1. 

All are welcome to join us on this day.  

Cost: $20, including a two course lunch. 

More details to follow. 

New Lay Participation Rosters 

 for the next 3 months commencing the first 
week of June, have been emailed to those on 

the roster. 
Check with the parish office if you require a 

printed copy. 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/n/?peter.northwood1&aref=1493073565656471&medium=email&mid=54df0fdeb22c5G5af53a48a28aG54df147812597G6b&bcode=1.1493073563.Ablg0tQhD3Dy3V1V&n_m=helenedur%40netspace.net.au
https://www.facebook.com/n/?mel.sweeney.3&aref=1493073565656471&medium=email&mid=54df0fdeb22c5G5af53a48a28aG54df147812597G6b&bcode=1.1493073563.Ablg0tQhD3Dy3V1V&n_m=helenedur%40netspace.net.au
https://www.facebook.com/SouthernAreaConcertBand/
https://www.facebook.com/SouthernAreaConcertBand/
https://www.facebook.com/SouthernAreaConcertBand/


Feast of the Ascension 28 May 
Readings: 
Acts 1.1-11 
Psalm 47 
Ephesians 1.15-23 
Matthew 28.16-20       
 Stewards/Welcomers: 
BCP  Elaine Fasken 
  Celia Gant   
SE  Nima Flora 
  Sue Retschko 
  Tony Syfret 
CE   Tony Watts 
   Rowena Ferguson 
Readers:  
BCP  Frank Miller 
SE      Marj Collas 
  Ron Ritchie 
CE  Lil Deverell 
Eucharistic/Chalice Assistance 
BCP  Joanne Burns 
SE  Helen Warren 
  Ron Ritchie 
  Howard Brown 
  Jenny Brown 
CE  Judith Gibson 
  Miriam Sridharan 
Intercessor: 
SE  Bruce Chugg 
CE  Clergy 

Sunday   Easter 6  21 May   

8.45 am   Book of Common Prayer 

    (BCP) 

9.00 am   Sung Eucharist (SE) 

10.30 am   Contemporary Eucharist 

    (CE)      
    Mission Box Collection -  
     all services 

2.30 pm   Mel Sweeney ‘s Event  
    (off site)  

5.00 pm   Youth Group           
Monday    22 

 1.30 pm   MU Event 

Tuesday    23 

10.30-12noon  Mainly Music 

Wednesday   24 

10.30-12noon  Mainly Music 

 7.00 pm    Galahkookemu    
    (off site - see notice) 

Thursday    25 

7.30 pm   Meditation Session 

Friday    26   

Saturday    27      
Sunday     28  Ascension 

     

            



The Anglican Parish of St Stephen and St Mary 
Mount Waverley 

 

383 High Street Road, Mt Waverley, 3149.  Phone:  9807 3168; Fax:  9807 0978 
Office hours: Wednesday, Friday: 10am - 2pm, Thursday 1-5pm 

 

‘Like’ us on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/stephenandmary.mtwaverley  
 
 
 
 Priest        The Rev’d Dianne Sharrock 
          (Day off - Monday)  
 

 Assistant Curates      The Rev’d Kathryn Watt 
          The Rev’d Garry Deverell 
 
 Children’s and Families’ Minister  Becky Sims 

          (Tues, Wed, Thurs)   
 
 Music Director      David Cundy 

 
 Treasurer       Helen Warren   
 
 Office Administrator     David Cundy 
 
 Churchwardens:  Brian De Lacy, Bruce Chugg, Sue Retschko 
 
Parish Council:  Geoff Crawford, Elaine Fasken, Nathan Goode, Doug Hastings, 
Sherredan Maher, Peter Northwood, Helen Warren, Joan West  
 
Pastoral Care Ministry:  
Home Communion and General Visiting:  Ian Smith 
Aged Care Chaplaincies:     Bruce Chugg 
Hospital Visiting:       Clergy  
Funeral Ministry:       The Vicar 
Contemporary Eucharist Contact:    Rowena Ferguson  
Pastoral Associate (Emeritus):    Trevor Bickerstaff  
 
Spiritual Director Val Dyke 
Prayer Chain contact Margaret Syfret  
 
 
SERVICES: Sunday 
     7.45am  Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) 
     9.00am  Sung Eucharist (APBA) 
   10.30am  Contemporary Eucharist (Children's Participation) 
 

   Tuesday    9.15am, Morning Prayer 
 

   Wednesday - Friday 9.00am, Morning Prayer 
 

   Thursday   10.00am, Eucharist 

http://www.facebook.com/stephenandmary.mtwaverley

