THE ANGLICAN PARISH OF ST STEPHEN AND ST MARY
MOUNT WAVERLEY

WELCOME

Fifth Sunday of Easter
10 May 2020

Go peacefully, in gentleness, through the violence of these days.
Give freely, show tenderness in all your ways.
Through darkness, in troubled times, let holiness be your aim.
Seek wisdom, let faithfulness burn like a flame ...
God hold you, enfold you, and keep you wrapped around his heart:

may you be known by love, may you be known by love.
Paul Field
Celtic Daily Prayer Book 2 Further Up and Further In
Meditation 19

This parish is committed to Child Safety and complies with Diocesan and State requirements. This is a
shared responsibility of staff and parish. Please see the back of pew leaflet for contact details.

At Worship Today:

Everliving God,
whose Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life:
give us grace to love one another,
to follow in the way of his commandments,
and to share his risen life;
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

9.45 am (Sung Eucharist)
Preaching & Presiding:

Revd Greg

Liturgy Setting:

John Ross

Processional:

Lord Make Me A Mountain

Sentence :

‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life,’ says the Lord.
‘No one comes to the Father except through me.’

First Reading:

Acts 7.55-60

Gospel Acclamation:

Halle, halle, halle

Gospel:

John 14.1-14

Offertory:

TIS 552 Come, my way, my truth, my life

Recessional Hymn:

TIS 153 God Is Love

In you, O Lord, I seek refuge
Ps 31.1a

All music is reproduced with permission under ONE LICENSE A-604739,
St James Music Press or CCLI # 569473

First Reading: Acts 7.55-60
55 But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into
heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus
standing at the right hand of God. 56 ‘Look,’ he
said, ‘I see the heavens opened and the Son of
Man standing at the right hand of God!’ 57 But
they covered their ears, and with a loud shout
all rushed together against him. 58 Then they
dragged him out of the city and began to stone
him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the
feet of a young man named Saul. 59 While they
were stoning Stephen, he prayed, ‘Lord Jesus,
receive my spirit.’ 60 Then he knelt down and
cried out in a loud voice, ‘Lord, do not hold this
sin against them.’ When he had said this, he
died.
Gospel Reading: John 14.1-14
1 ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in
God, believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s
house there are many dwelling-places. If it
were not so, would I have told you that I go to
prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and
prepare a place for you, I will come again and
will take you to myself, so that where I am,
there you may be also. 4 And you know the
way to the place where I am going.’ 5 Thomas
said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know where you
are going. How can we know the way?’ 6 Jesus
said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and
the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me. 7 If you know me, you will know
my Father also. From now on you do know him
and have seen him.’ 8 Philip said to him, ‘Lord,
show us the Father, and we will be
satisfied.’ 9 Jesus said to him, ‘Have I been
with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not
know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the
Father. How can you say, “Show us the
Father”? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the
Father and the Father is in me? The words that
I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the
Father who dwells in me does his
works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father
and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then
believe me because of the works themselves.

12 Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in
me will also do the works that I do and, in fact,
will do greater works than these, because I am
going to the Father. 13 I will do whatever you
ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If in my name you ask me for
anything, I will do it.

Roster for May
Sixth Sunday of Easter - 17th May

Acts 17: 22 – 31 Val Dyke
Intercessions Judith Gibson
Seventh Sunday of Easter – 24 May
Acts 1: 6 – 14 John Russell
Intercessions Jenny Bowers
Day of Pentecost – 31st May
Acts 2: 1 – 21 Elaine Fasken
1 Corinthians 12: 1 – 13 Rowena Ferguson
Intercessions in various languages

From Your Assistant Curate
Proverbs 8:30-31 - Then I was constantly at his side. I was filled with delight day after day,
rejoicing always in his presence, rejoicing in his whole world and delighting in humankind.
In my daily devotions I’ve been reading through the book of Proverbs which is a wonderful
book for our uncertain times. It’s known in the canon as a book full of wisdom and this past
Wednesday the lectionary pointed us to Proverbs 8:22-31.
The above verses remind us that God delights both in the world and humanity he made,
especially as we are created to properly relate to each other, rather than overused or exploited
for greed or evil. There is a beauty when things are rightly related to one another, which is why
a field of flowers is more beautiful to us than a polluted river, and love more beautiful than hate.
The more we discern how the parts of a piece of music or a flower fit together, the more we
delight in the music and flower – not for what they can do for us, but what they are in
themselves as part of God’s creation. God regards us in the same way – creating us simply for
the joy and love of it, not what he gets out of us. Proverbs reminds us that wisdom is discerning
and forming the right relationships and rejoicing in them, so the height of wisdom is to love God
and value others not for what we can get, but as beings who reflect our maker (Genesis 1:26).
Through this pandemic, I’ve realised that I have asked God for various things probably more
from my own wants and comforts than altruistically. So I’ve needed to question whether I’ve
loved God more for himself, or for what I can get from him. This modern life can be so busy to
stop and ponder ‘the work thy hands hath made’ but thanks be to God he’s interrupted this
pattern through our changed circumstances. Perhaps for you that’s a simple look out the
window, enjoying the sun on your face, remembering the different bird-songs in the morning.
My hope is that in the face of current difficulties, we can pause and embrace a wisdom that
takes time out for beauty. May we then find joy and delight in things for themselves until
it triggers praise to our maker and redeemer.
Grace and peace,
Rev’d Greg

The Church Office is now closed. If you wish to continue to bring food items for the Asylum
Seekers or your offertory, they can be left in Dianne’s front porch.

Your invitation.
The parish is invited to join the online launch of Christine Mallouhi’s new book Whispers of Presence through the
Wellspring Centre in Ashburton. It is a combined CE service effort with Frances Wang the editor. This is the link
to the newsletter and special launch sale and Christine’s interview.

https://mailchi.mp/3b746cfee474/the-fountain-7-may-2020
It is available as an e-book on Smashwords :
https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1015679
Paperback at Amazon, Book Depository, Booktopia and Dymocks.
We will celebrate together with food and drink sometime in the future, hopefully
soon!

PROCESSIONAL ‘Lord, make me a mountain’

1. Lord, make me a mountain standing tall for You,
Strong and free and holy, in everything I do,
Lord, make me a river of water pure and sweet,
Lord, make the servant of everyone I meet.
2. Lord, make me a candle shining with Your light,
Steadfastly unflickering, standing for the right,
Lord, make me a fire burning strong for You,
Lord, make me be humble in everything I do.
3. Lord, make me a mountain, strong and tall for You,
Lord, make me a fountain of water clear and new,
Lord, make me a shepherd that I may feed Your sheep,
Lord, make me the servant of everyone I meet.
Paul Field

OFFERTORY TIS 552
‘Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life’

1. Come, my way, my truth, my
life:
Such a way as gives us breath;
Such a truth as ends all strife;
Such a life as killeth death.
2. Come, my light, my feast, my
strength:
Such a light as shows a feast;
Such a feast as mends in length;
Such a strength as makes his
guest.
3. Come, my joy, my love, my
heart:
Such a joy as none can move;
Such a love as none can part;
Such a heart as joys in love.
George Herbert
1593-1633

RECESSIONAL TIS 153
‘God is love’
1.God is love, let heav’n adore him;
God is love, let earth rejoice;
Let creation sing before him,
And exalt him with one voice.
God, who laid the earth’s foundation,
He who spread the heavens above,
And who breathes through all creation
God is love, eternal Love.
2.God is love, and gently enfolding
All the world in one embrace,
With unfailing grasp is holding
Every child of every race.
And when human hearts are breaking
Under sorrow’s iron rod,
Then they find that selfsame aching
Deep within the heart of God.
3.God is love, and, though with blindness
Sin afflicts our human hearts,
God’s eternal lovingkindness
Holding, guiding, grace imparts.
Sin and death and hell shall never
O’er us final triumph gain;
God is love, so love for ever
O’er the universe must reign.
Timothy Rees
1874 -1939 alt.

Evening Meditation Gatherings
On the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of each month meditation sessions are offered, via
Zoom, in the Contemplative Traditions of Christian Meditation. The sessions start
at 7.30pm but you can enter into the gathering after 7.15pm. Interested parishioners can contact Michael Mosley for more information. The next session will be
on Thursday 14th May then on Thursday 28th May.

Are you looking for a project to help fill your time in isolation?
Mothers Union and the Social Justice Committee are encouraging you to be involved in this
project.
If you like to knit or crochet, we are looking to provide the following items:
beanies, mittens and scarves for those in need
covers for children’s cots and bassinets
tiny hats for premmie babies
larger blankets
knitted squares that can be made into blankets
knitted toys
Please feel free to contact me if you need help with patterns or if you have other suggestions
about what we might make.

Joan West
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