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A letter from…One of the most welcomed sights during this 
period of Corvid 19 lockdown is the postman, bright in his 
yellow jacket and white helmet stopping his red scooter by my 
mailbox.  This is, however, becoming increasingly rare as we 
have adopted out of necessity, to shopping online, 
communicating via telephones and emails. Those among us 
who are more technologically advanced, use Facetime or 
What’s App to communicate with their loved ones, especially 
Grandparents. We even “go to Church” via Zoom! No wonder 
the Postman does not call. So, what has happened to old-
fashioned letter writing and why are letters important?  
  
How would the families of soldiers serving overseas ever have 
learned about the wars in which their loved ones were fighting 
without their precious letters? Remember this was pre-
television. How would the romances of Pride & Prejudice 
develop without the letter beginning: “Dear Miss Elizabeth 
Bennett…”?  Our New Testament would be much thinner if St. 
Paul (and some of his followers) had not been such prolific 
letter writers. Alas, letter writing has become a forgotten art!    
Letters can’t be deleted like emails, so they endure preserving 
stories, memories and information.  
 
During these times of isolation, like many people I have 
searched for meaningful things to do … and I don’t mean 
cleaning the house or weeding the garden. A chance 
conversation led me to re-visit my family history research, 
saved for retirement!  Among the documents of my previous 
search was a cache of letters, including a letter written by my 
great-aunt, Winnie who migrated to America from England via 
Ireland, in the early 1900s.  Winnie was a frequent letter writer 
especially to her nieces and nephews whom she had never 
met, including my father and to his sister who passed this 
precious letter onto me. Although Winnie had never visited 
Butterstream a very, very small settlement in Kildare, Ireland 
she knew that our family history began there. A trip to the Irish 
National Archives in Dublin, armed with this valuable clue 
enabled me to locate the cottage and farm of my great-great 
grandfather, follow his army service in Ceylon, trace his 
children and learn of his remarkable story and even find out 
the colour and breed of his dog!  I was even able to follow 
Winnie herself through the US tax records! What a gift a letter 
can be.   IDC 

 
Quince Blossom   Spring 2020  

MU News… Our AGM is on Tuesday 29th September @ 
2pm. Please access this meeting via ZOOM using Joan 
West’s contact details included in her email which also 
includes a copy of the Annual Report 2019-2020. Norma 
Schultz and Elizabeth Woods are retiring after many years as 
faithful members of the MU committee. They will of course, 
still be active members of Mothers’ Union here at Mt. 
Waverley.  We thank them for their service as vice-president 
& co-ordinator of Prayer Partners (Norma) and Pastoral Care 
(Elizabeth). We hope to appoint at least two new committee 
members at the AGM. If you have an idea about nominating 
someone, to the committee, please speak with them first and 
then to Irene or Joan.  
 
Our Program for 2021  
At the last MU committee meeting (Via ZOOM) we discussed 
our potential program for next year. Much of course, depends 
on what rules of socialisation are in place, by the end of the 
year. As we all agree CORVID-19has changed many things. 
The theme next year will continue to be HOPE. We are hoping 
to re-invite the great speakers we missed, but we are also 
looking for new ideas to share. Please let Marg Taylor or Joan 
West or Irene if you have a good contact or suggestion. We 
may need to plan some meetings outside the Church facilities. 
It is likely that our meeting in November this year, will be small 
group afternoon tea meetings at members’ homes, as a way 
of getting used to being outside our homes in a safe place. 

 

 
Bluebells Spring 2020 

   
Re Mothers’ Union badges…  
Does anyone have spare MU badges? We are looking for 
older type non-map of Australia badges, to go to a new 
Mothers’ Union branch in Papua New Guinea being opened 
by a priest in the highlands area. This is a very poor place and 
they cannot afford to buy badges. Maree from the Ormond MU 
branch is co-ordinating this collection. Please let me know if 
you have one to spare and we can discuss ways to collect 
these.  
A big thank you to Shirley Betts who generously donated her 
Mother’s badge. Imagine the MU experiences that badge has 
shared !  
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A prayer for these times…  
 
As I put on my Mask  

Creator  

as I prepare to go into the world, help me to see the 
sacrament in the wearing of this cloth – 

let it be "an outward sign of an inward grace" - a tangible and 
visible way of living love for my neighbours, as I love myself. 

Christ, 

since my lips will be covered, uncover my heart, that people 
would see my smile in the crinkles around my eyes. 

Since my voice may be muffled, help me to speak clearly, 
not only with my words, but with my actions. 

Holy Spirit, 

As the elastic touches my ears, remind me to listen carefully 
and full of care - to all those I meet. 

May this simple piece of cloth be shield and banner, and may 
each breath that it holds, be filled with your love. 

In your Name and in that love, I pray. 

May it be so.  May it be so.    Amen    

Richard Bott (Moderator of United Church of Canada)   

 
 
 
 

 

Seen in Mt. Waverley ! 

 

 
 

 MOTHERS’ UNION 
 
M – is for Mothers, working day by day. 
O – is for the Objects that we promise to obey. 
T -  this is for Trying – we do this all the time. 
H – is for Homes of every race and clime. 
E – is for Education, keeping us informed. 
R – that is for Reverence to our risen Lord. 
S – for Social action – helpful hands and feet. 
 
U – for Understanding all the people that we meet. 
N – is for the Noontide hour when round the world we pray. 
I – for Indoor members – who pray for us each day. 
O – that stands for Overseas – our membership worldwide. 
N – for Never giving up – but witnessing with pride. 
 
With thanks to Brenda from Leicester Diocese, England 

Members News  

Condolences to Margaret Noblett and her family on the 
sudden death of their beloved Bill, earlier this month. 
Continue to pray for Margaret in the hard days ahead.  

Give thanks for the improvement and good health of Corry 
Leaver and Phoebe Wilkinson-North on their recovery from 
serious operations. Hopefully they will return to their very 
active lives soon. 

Pray for those families who have lost loved ones during this 
Corona Pandemic, and for those who have suffered 
loneliness and fear. May they be comforted and given hope. 

Send greetings to Helene Durkin who is now living at The 
Gables,629 Riversdale Rd. Camberwell 3124. 

September Birthday best wishes to:  Val Forde (9th), Joan 
West (13th), Margaret Noblett (28th)  

Early October Birthday Greetings to:  Briony Mainwaring 
(2nd), Jenny Bowers (4th) Joan Strudwick (27th) 

 


